
Watermarks

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Usually the Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

Welcome New Members
Nataliya Gurkina, Ray Anderson, Blanca Caraballo

Welcome Back: Arleen Martin, Pat Chiappo,  
Pauline Runkle, Fabiano Santos

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE AT DIFFERENT LOCATIONS
In October at Evelyn Greer Park  8200 SW 124 Street, Pinecrest 33156

Usually Second Sunday of each month, September - May except October & April ( at Evelyn Greer Park). 1 – 3:30 P.M. 

Oct. 11  	Drop off your framed paintings 	
	 from 10-11 AM at Evelyn Greer 	
	 Parkfor judging
	 1 PM General meeting
	 and pick up paintings
Oct. 12, 13, 14 Keiko Tanabe’s Workshop  
Oct. 23    Paint-out at the Barnacle 10 AM

October 2026 Calendar

Please continue, page 2

October 11, 2026 at 1 PM
Live Demo by Keiko Tanabe

at Evelyn Greer Park
8200 SW 124th St., Pinecrest 33156

                            October 2026

Presidents’ Message 
Dear Members and Friends of the  
Miami Watercolor Society,
October brings cooler mornings, softer light, 
and, for many of us, a renewed urge to pick up 
a brush.
Workshop: Don’t Miss It
I’m delighted to announce our upcoming 
workshop, Create Expressive Watercolor, 
taught by Keiko Tanabe, October 12–14 at 
Evelyn Greer Park. Whether you’re a seasoned 
painter looking to sharpen your technique 
or a newer member eager to learn, this is a 
wonderful chance to work alongside fellow 
artists and discover fresh approaches to your 
watercolor practice.
Help Shape the Society: Join Our Board
Our society thrives because of the members 
who give their time and ideas, and we are 
now looking for new board members for the 
coming year. Open positions include two 
Co-Presidents, Exhibitions Chair, and 
Membership Chair.
You don’t need prior board experience, just 
enthusiasm for watercolor and a willingness 
to help. Serving is a rewarding way to meet 
fellow artists, influence our programs and 
shows, and keep this community strong. The 
time commitment is modest, since most of next 
year’s dates and events are already in place. 

Welcome Keiko Tanabe
MWS is thrilled to welcome internationally acclaimed 
watercolor artist, Keiko 
Tanabe, as the judge of 
our Fall 2026 Exhibition 
and the demo artist at 
our October meeting 
at Evelyn Greer Park. 
Keiko recently had an 
exceptional exhibit 
called “Journey Home”, 
in Plovdiv,Bulgaria. In 
fact, the day after our 
three day workshop 
concludes ,she will be 
flying to Sicily, Italy 
to do a week long 
Master Watercolor 
class, which of course 
is already sold out. 
You will definitely want 
to take Keiko’s three 
day workshop,(October 12-14), here in Pinecrest, Florida. 
Register for her workshop at https://miamiwatercolor.org 



Please continue Presidents’ message, 
from page 1  

Board members enjoy a $100 discount on one 
workshop a year and thank-you for their service. 
If you’re curious, please contact Beth or Annie, 
who would be glad to talk through what each role 
involves. Elections will be held in December.
Warmly,
Beth Werner and Annie Tejidor-Bakas
Presidents, Miami Watercolor Society  

Miami  
Watercolor Society  
Fall 2026 Exhibition
SAVE THE DATES!

Members can Register one painting at MWS website: 
miamiwatercolor.org from Sunday, Sept. 6 to  
Tuesday, October 6, 2026, by 11:59 pm.

Judging Intake: Painting drop-off: 
Sunday, October 11th. (10-11 am) at: 
Evelyn Greer Park 8200 SW 124 St, Pinecrest, FL 33156. 

After Judging, paintings must be picked up at the 1pm 
MWS general meeting with Judge Keiko Tanabe’s DEMO.

Installation Intake: Painting drop-off: Saturday, Oct 24 
(11a-1p) at: Biscayne Nature Center, 6767 Crandon Blvd., 
Key Biscayne, FL 33149

Exhibition Dates & Times: 
Wednesday, Oct 28 to Sunday, January 3, 2027. 
Show Open Daily (9am - 4pm). Free Admission. 
Pay by Phone Beachside Parking.
Reception Opening & Award Ceremony: 
Saturday, Nov 14 (3-5pm). Thank you for participating!

IMPORTANT: Fall Show Deinstallation: 
All Paintings will be transported by the exhibition chair, 
Yvette Cotera, on Monday, January 4, 2027 to the 
Doral Cultural Art Center for the MWS Winter Show 
(January 11-31, 2027).
Opening Reception & Final Pick-Up: TBA
For Questions Contact: Exhibition Chair, Yvette Cotera, 
at email: originalartpad@bellsouth.net  
or send a message via the MWS Website: 
miamiwatercolor.org  -  Dept: Exhibitions.  

https://miamiwatercolor.org/events/fall-2026-exhibition/
Direct link for MWS members to register online for the Fall 2026 Show:

Donna Underwood teaching teachers watercolor techniques at 
the 26th annual Teachers Watercolor Workshop.



MWS General Meeting Dates & Demos 
Sundays:
Oct. 11 - 	 Evelyn Greer Park
	 Fall Judging and Demo by 
	 Keiko Tanabe
Nov. 8 - 	 Pinecrest Community Center
	 Demo artist, Karen Braverman
Dec. 13 - 	 Pinecrest Community Center
	 Holiday Paint Together
Jan. 10, 2027	 Pinecrest Community Center
February 14	  Pinecrest Community Center
March 14, 2027	 Pinecrest Community Center
April 11, 2027	 Evelyn Greer Park
May 16, 2027	 Pinecrest Community Center

MWS Skill Building Class Dates
Sundays,Artworks Associates, Inc.10 am-1 pm

Nov. 15	 Chris Robinson
Jan. 17, 2027 	 Perla Gonzalez
Feb. 21,	 Mary McHenry

No skills class in October or December

Workshop Artists
Workshops held at Evelyn Greer Park
October 12, 13, 14, 2026	 Keiko Tanabe
April 12, 13, 14, 2027	 Jane Fritz

Evelyn Greer Park: 8200 SW 124th St, Pinecrest, FL 33156
Pinecrest Gardens Community Center: 5855 SW 111th St., Pinecrest FL 33156
Artworks Associates, Inc.: 4180 SW 74 Ct., Suite 207, Miami, FL 33155

Please bring a refreshment to share at our September General Meeting!  Thank you!

Thank you to

for donating gift certificates to be used as awards.
 & Jerry’s Artarama









Want to be featured on the 
MWS social media page? 
Twice a month, MWS will highlight a 
different member. This is your chance to 
share your story, showcase your work, 
or just introduce yourself to the rest of 
the art community. Send an email to 
miamiwatercolor@gmail.com to be 
featured. make sure to include fun facts 
about you, 3-5 photos that represent you 
or your work, and what you love about 
being a part of MWS.  
We can’t wait to get to know you better!  

MWS Meet a Member Monday Wants You!
The social media post will 
be designed as a carousel 
of images starting with 
one like the image at 
right, followed by the 
photos the member 
provides. The post itself 
will include the 3-5 fun 
facts about the member 
and what they love about 
Miami Watercolor Society.

The Miami 
Watercolor Society 
SKILL-BUILDING   
Watercolor Classes  
are open to the   
community.  

Learn with  
Christine Robinson 
meets at:
Artworks
4180 SW 74 Ct., #207 
Miami, FL 33155

Members pay $30 
for the 3-hour
workshop.
Non-members
pay $40.
New MWS
members get one 
free class.

MIAMIwatercolor.org
WatercolorMiami SOCIETY

MIAMIwatercolor.org

Learn with Christine Robinson
Watercolor Skill Building Class

Sign up on line:  https://miamiwatercolor.org/classes/

Sunday, November 15, 10 am - 1 pm
Christine Robinson calls herself the “accidental 
watercolorist” because for years she has been 
creating unique 3D jewelry with watercolor 
papers, and only now has been learning to 
paint with watercolor on flat papers.
     She maintains that painted watercolor 
papers are a flexible medium for creating 
jewelry and other 3D objects in that heavy 
weight painted watercolor paper acts a lot 
like leather: it can be tooled in a variety of 
methods–embossed, feathered, deckled, 
burned, embroidered, swirled, punched, 
wired–and it will hold its shape. Each 
participant will create a unique watercolor 
paper teardrop pendant.
    Materials provided will be a teardrop frame to adhere to watercolor paper, and elastic 
neck wire for the finished pendant.
     Participants should bring a 5”x 5” piece of already colored and dried watercolor paper, 
scissors,two paper clips, easy dry clear tube glue (like E6000), a needle, 12” of thread that 
matches the color of the paper, and a pencil. 
     Each participant will select a spot on their paper and lay down a path of glue, setting 
the wire frame overtop. Blow dryers will be available to quickly dry the piece (or hot glue in 
place). Then each participant will cut out and sew the pendant onto the elastic neck wire.  
Voila: a one of a kind watercolor pendant!
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WHATSAPP GROUP CHAT: 
Join Our New MWS Group Chat!

MWS Group Chat Code of Conduct
To keep our group chat a positive, welcoming space for all 
members, we ask everyone to follow these guidelines:

• No political or religious content — Let’s keep the focus 
on art and our shared love of painting.
• No nudity or inappropriate content — Keep all 
shared content respectful and appropriate for all members.
• Respectful communication — Treat all members with 
kindness and respect. Disagreements happen, but 
courtesy always comes first.
• No self-promotion of personal businesses — This 
chat isn’t a platform for advertising personal services or 
products.
• Stay on topic — This chat is meant for sharing interesting 
videos, artists, information, events, painting opportunities, 
and social gatherings among members.
     By joining the group chat, members agree to follow 
these guidelines. Thank you for helping us maintain a 
supportive and inspiring community!

Stay connected with fellow watercolor artists! 
We’re inviting all members to join the official 
Miami Watercolor Society group chat — a great 
way to stay in the loop on upcoming events, 
workshops, painting opportunities, exhibits, and 
more.
     This chat is a space for our community to 
share inspiration, connect between meetups, and 
support one another as artists. Whether it’s an 
interesting technique video, an artist you admire, 
or a painting opportunity you don’t want fellow 
members to miss, this is the place to share it.
     To keep the space welcoming and enjoyable 
for everyone, we ask all members to review and 
follow our brief Code of Conduct below before 
joining.
     We look forward to seeing you there!

Plein air begins.
Enjoy painting 
outside in the  
cooler weather!

               

Link to join MWS WHATSAPP 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Bgu9N2Lexdy8629hojHuan?mode=gi_t

October Paint Out

Friday, October 23  
at the Barnacle  
in Coconut Grove 
3485 Main Hwy.
Park on the street and meet  
at the entrance at 10 a.m.
 
There is an admission fee of $3.

Gray Read will be guiding the group.

Painting at the Barnacle above, by Gray Read



The MWS’s 26th Annual Teachers Watercolor 
Workshop took place on Monday, September 
21st, from 8:30 a.m. until noon  at Ruben Dario 
Middle School.  Having it on a professional work 
day was a departure from the full day workshops 
that were held previously on a Saturday at 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. However this 
year’s date, location and time  allowed for 31 new 
and veteran Miami-Dade County Public School 
art teachers to attend.

    Donna Underwood and Ana Cuevas 
instructed and facilitated the workshop. The 
teachers were inspired to enter their students’ 
watercolor paintings in the 41st “Impressions in 
Watercolor” Exhibition to be held at the Perrine 
Community Center on Saturday, February 20, 
2027. Be on the lookout for art teachers at 
future MWS meetings and becoming fellow 
members.

The MWS  
26th Annual Teachers 
Watercolor Workshop



Thank you Toa Castellanos for your September General Meeting Demo

Thank you Marilyn Valiente for your September 3-hour skills class
Marilyn Valiente delighted the participants of her 3-hour workshop held 
at Artworks on Sunday, Sept. 26. By painting on a long strip of a heavy 
watercolor paper, then adding embellishments, the artwork can be folded 
into an art book. 

Taos Castellanos gave a lively 
demonstration of watercolor 
printing using a Gelli Arts gel 
printing plate. She used texture 
and stencils to make interesting 
designs for backgrounds, 
monoprints and unique effects. 

Left, Perla Gonzalez is 
using a hair dryer to dry the 
artwork to be made into a 
folding art book.

At right, one of Marilyn 
Valiente’s art books.



Fall 2026 Workshop

Keiko Tanabe 
ktanabefi neart.com

Miami 3 Day In-Person Workshop
October 12-14, 2026
Evelyn Greer Park, 8200 SW 124th St.
Pinecrest FL 33156 • For more info contact
Jackie Wimberly booklvr888@yahoo.com

Early Bird Prices through October 2, 2026:
MWS	Members	$375	•	Non	Members	$400										
After October 2: 
MWS	Members	$400	•	Non	Members		$425

miamiwatercolor.org

Create Expressive 
Watercolors



Ginette Bourassa is a passionate watercolor artist 
inspired by the play of light and transparency unique 

to watercolors. She was 
trained by prominent artists 
in Canada, Uruguay and 
America and has exhibited 
her work in shows around 
the world. She teaches 
adults of all levels through 
private workshops and group 
demonstrations tailored 
to various skill levels. Her 
classes are taught in two 
locations: Miami Everglades 

Resort and Quebec City Studios. Contact her by email 
at ginettebourassa19@gmail.com.

Alexis Bringas fell in love with education as a middle 
school teacher and 
now teaches water 
media (watercolor, 
gouache and acrylic) 
to children and adults 
offering private, small 
group and at-home 
lessons. See more 

information on her website: www.bringasartdesign.
com and @bringascreates on Instagram. Email her at 
bringascreates@gmail.com or call by phone  
at 305-209-6560.

Yvette Cotera offers group classes and private lessons 
at homes & libraries in watercolor, acrylics and mixed 
media creating tactile collages. She teaches children 

K-12, adults of all 
ages and abilities, 
including people 
living with low vision 
or blind. FL Certified 
Special Education & 
Visual Art Instructor, 
BS Degree, MDC. 
Contact Yvette by 

phone, voice message: 305-753-5341 or  
Email: originalartpad@bellsouth.net. 

Share the joy of watercolor painting

Marilyn Johansen teaches private and group watercolor 
lessons on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 
9:30 – noon at Art Serve 
in Ft. Lauderdale. Her 
watercolors have won 
numerous awards from 
watercolor societies 
throughout the country. 

She has a degree in education. Contact Marilyn by phone: 
954-646-8698 or email at marilynjohansen@gmail.com.

Mary McHenry teaches two adult classes at Fairchild 
Gardens in Miami: 
An Introduction to 
Watercolors and 
Intermediate/Advanced 
Watercolors. She 
is a professional 
photographer and 
watercolor artist who 
loves to share her 

passion for painting with her students. She has a degree in 
education and art history. Register for her classes through 
the Fairchild website at www.fairchildgarden.org. 

Olga Nikishina was 
educated at the Moscow 
State Stroganov Academy 
of Design and Applied Arts 
and has won more than 
20 awards in international 
exhibitions and competitions. 
She teaches sketching, 
watercolors, acrylic, pastel 
and tempera to children over 
eight, as well as adults from 
beginners to advanced levels. 

She teaches at Niki Gallery and Art School. Register for 
classes on her website: www.nikigallery.com.

How often have you heard a friend say, “Your painting looks like so much fun. I wish I could do 
that.”  Next time it happens, share this list of our members who teach and encourage them to try it.

Thank you Cathy Miller for initiating this column 
and collecting the art teacher information.



Our Mission... 
The Miami Watercolor Society, Inc. is a 
non-profit organization whose membership 
consists of a broad spectrum of water 
media painters ranging from professionals, 
teachers and those who simply paint for 
the joy of it, as well as patrons of the arts.
This culturally diverse Society informs 
and educates members and others 
by providing exhibitions, community 
education, students’ exhibitions, senior 
citizens’ activities, demonstrations, and 
publications. 
Providing over 50 years of artistic  
inspiration for water media artists!

MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 561953
Miami, FL 33256-1953
www.miamiwatercolor.org

Reminder: The Members Directory is available on the website under 
the Members heading.

Please be informed MWS members are not authorized to use the 
information on the Members Directory for solicitation purposes.

Advertise with us!
1/8 page, 3.5 x 2"..	 $15 /issue..	 $135 / 9 issues
1/4 page, 4 x 5"..	 $25 /issue..	$225 / 9 issues
1/2 page, 7.5 x 5"...	$50 /issue..	$450 / 9 issues
Full page, 7.5 x 10”..	 $95/ issue..	 $950 / 9 issues
Issues run monthly – Sep.– May. To place an ad or get more details, email us 
at: kfdesign@bellsouth.net

This newsletter is made possible with 
the support of the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade 
County Mayor and Board of County 
Commissioners.

MWS 2026 Executive Board Members 
and Committee Chairs

Newsletter Notes
If you want to get a news item into the 
next issue of the MWS newsletter, please 
submit your copy to Kim Foster at  
newsletter@miamiwatercolor.org  
one week before the end of the 
month.  
If there is space available we can  
include a jpg photo.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Co-Presidents
Beth Werner
Annie Tejidor–Bakas
1st Vice President
Exhibitions
Yvette Cotera 
Wendy Kornfield 
(assistant) 
2nd Vice President
Workshops:
Jackie Wimberly
(assistant)  
Annie Tejidor–Bakas  
3rd Vice President
Demonstrations: 
Renee Hollingsworth
Membership  
Secretary 
Bettyann Pober 
Treasurer
Anne Boynton-Trigg 
Corresponding  
Secretary
Mónica Durán
Recording Secretary
open position
Grant Secretary 
Heather MacArthur  
Trustees
Kim Foster
Andi Miller
Marge Tabak
Subrata Basu

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Paint-Outs
Gray Read
Social Media
Alexis Bringas
Newsletter
Kim Foster
Teacher Workshop/ 
Student Show
Donna Underwood

WatercolorWatercolor
Society

Miami 

MIAMIwatercolor.org


