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MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Usually the Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

Welcome New Member
Arleen Martin

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE AT DIFFERENT LOCATIONS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Usually Second Sunday of each month, September - May except October & April ( at Evelyn Greer Park). 1 – 3:30 P.M. 

Sept 13  	General Meeting at Pinecrest  
             	 Community Center at 1 pm
Sept. 27 Skills Class at Artworks Associates
	 Marilyn Valiente

September 2026 Calendar

Please continue, page 2

September 13, 2026 at 1 PM
Live Demo by TOA Castellanos
at PINECREST COMMUNITY CTR
5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest 33156

                        September 2026

Presidents’ Message 
Dear Members and Friends of the  
Miami Watercolor Society,
Welcome back! As the summer humidity starts to 
ease and our studios fill with the familiar hum of 
brushes on paper, we’re thrilled to open another 
season together.
Save the dates for our exciting season kickoff 
events:
First Monthly Meeting
Sunday, September 13 at 1:00 PM
Pinecrest Community Center, 5855 SW 111 St., 
Pinecrest, FL 33156
Join us as we open the new season together, 
featuring a special demonstration by artist Toa 
Castellanos.
Skill Building Classes
Artworks Associates
4180 SW 74th Ct., Miami, FL 33155
    September 27 — with Marilyn Valente
    November 15 — with Chris Robinson
$30 for MWS Members | $40 for Non-Members
New members receive their first class free!
Workshop: Create Expressive Watercolors 
with Keiko Tanabe
October 12–14, 2026 | Miami | 3-Day In-Person 
Workshop
We delighted to welcome renowned watercolorist 
Keiko Tanabe for a special three-day workshop. 
Don’t miss this rare opportunity to learn from one 
of the medium’s most celebrated voices.
    Early Bird Pricing (through September 30, 
2026) MWS Members $375 | Non-Members $400
    Regular Pricing (beginning October 1, 2026): 

Watercolor and Collage
Composition with Mixed Media
Toa Castellanos will be exploring 
different compositional formats 
and combining collage papers 
with watercolors and other 
media (pencil, ink, crayons, etc) 
to create expressive abstract 
pieces where each media 
supports the composition and 
opens up the creative process.
    Composition is not just where 
elements sit on a substrate-- it’s   
a framework of how combining 
elements reinforce and support 
each other. These freeing and 
fun exercises will increase the 
comprehension of elements and 
principles of design making each creation a source of satisfaction 
and joy. 
     Born in Santiago de Cuba and raised in the USA, Toa 
Castellanos moved to Colombia, South America in 1973 where 
she lived for over 29 years. She had obtained a BA and MA and 
in 1968 and 1969, she has worked in multiple mediums, including 
drawing, painting, printing, textiles, collages, etc. She moved to 
Miami in 2000 where she has been cooperating with other artists, 
and belongs to various artist groups.



Please continue Presidents’ 
message, from page 1  

MWS Members $400 | Non-Members $425

Not a member yet? Join MWS and save on 
workshop registration!
This season, we’re also looking forward to:
    Plein air outings around Miami’s most 
paintable spots
    Fall Exhibition — October 28, 2026 – 
January 3, 2027 @ Biscayne Nature Center. 
More information in this newsletter.
    New member welcomes — if you’re joining 
us for the first time, we’re so glad you’re here

Get Involved — Run for the Board!
Our Society thrives because of members 
who step up and lend their voice, time, and 
talents. If you’ve ever thought about helping 
shape the future of MWS, now is the perfect 
time! We’re seeking enthusiastic members 
to run for open board positions this season. 
Serving on the board is a rewarding way to 
give back, connect more deeply with fellow 
artists, and help guide the Society’s programs 
and growth.

A full list of open Board positions will be 
shared at the meeting, with elections taking 
place at our December meeting.

Mark your calendars, bring a friend, and 
let’s make this a season full of color, 
connection, and new work we’re proud of.

We can’t wait to see what you paint next.

Warmly,
Beth Werner and Annie Tejidor-Bakas
Presidents, Miami Watercolor Society  

Miami Watercolor Society 
Fall 2026 Exhibition
SAVE THE DATES!
Members can Register one painting at MWS website: 
miamiwatercolor.org from Sunday, Sept. 6 to  
Tuesday, October 6, 2026, by 11:59pm.

Judging Intake: Painting drop-off: 
Sunday, October 11th. (10-11 am) at: 
Evelyn Greer Park 8200 SW 124 St, Pinecrest, FL 33156. 

After Judging, paintings must be picked up at the 1pm 
MWS general meeting with Judge Keiko Tanabe’s DEMO.

Installation Intake: Painting drop-off: Saturday, Oct 24 
(11a-1p) at: Biscayne Nature Center, 6767 Crandon Blvd., 
Key Biscayne, FL 33149

Exhibition Dates & Times: 
Wednesday, Oct 28 to Sunday, January 3, 2027. 
Show Open Daily (9am - 4pm). Free Admission. 
Pay by Phone Beachside Parking.
Reception Opening & Award Ceremony: 
Saturday, Nov 14 (3-5pm). Thank you for participating!

IMPORTANT: Fall Show Deinstallation: 
All Paintings will be transported by the exhibition chair, 
Yvette Cotera, on Monday, January 4, 2027 to the 
Doral Cultural Art Center for the MWS Winter Show 
(January 11-31, 2027).
Opening Reception & Final Pick-Up: TBA
For Questions Contact: Exhibition Chair, Yvette Cotera, 
at email: originalartpad@bellsouth.net  
or send a message via the MWS Website: 
miamiwatercolor.org  -  Dept: Exhibitions.  

https://miamiwatercolor.org/events/fall-2026-exhibition/

Direct link for MWS members to register online for  
the Fall 2026 Show:



MWS General Meeting Dates & Demos 
Sundays:
Sept. 13, 2026 - 	 Pinecrest Community Center
	 Toa Castellanos, demo artist
Oct. 11 - 	 Evelyn Greer Park
	 Fall Judging and Demo by 
	 Keiko Tanabe
Nov. 8 - 	 Pinecrest Community Center
	 Demo artist, TBA
Dec. 13 - 	 Pinecrest Community Center
	 Holiday Paint Together
Jan. 10, 2027	 Pinecrest Community Center
February 14	  Pinecrest Community Center
March 14, 2027	 Pinecrest Community Center
April 11, 2027	 Evelyn Greer Park
May 16, 2027	 Pinecrest Community Center

MWS Skill Building Class Dates
Sundays,Artworks Associates, Inc.10 am-1 pm

Sept. 27	 Marilyn Valiente	
Nov. 15	 Chris Robinson
Jan. 17, 2027 	 Perla Gonzalez
Feb. 21,	 Mary McHenry

No skills class in October or December

Workshop Artists
Workshops held at Evelyn Greer Park
October 12, 13, 14, 2026	 Keiko Tanabe
April 12, 13, 14, 2027	 Jane Fritz

Evelyn Greer Park: 8200 SW 124th St, Pinecrest, FL 33156
Pinecrest Gardens Community Center: 5855 SW 111th St., Pinecrest FL 33156
Artworks Associates, Inc.: 4180 SW 74 Ct., Suite 207, Miami, FL 33155

Please bring a refreshment to share at our September General Meeting!  Thank you!

Thank you to

for donating gift certificates to be used as awards.
 & Jerry’s Artarama

MWS’s third 
co-sponsored 
art class is
coming up 
on Sept 12th 
at the Doral 
Cultural Art 
Center.









Want to be featured on the 
MWS social media page? 
Twice a month, MWS will highlight a 
different member. This is your chance to 
share your story, showcase your work, 
or just introduce yourself to the rest of 
the art community. Send an email to 
miamiwatercolor@gmail.com to be 
featured. make sure to include fun facts 
about you, 3-5 photos that represent you 
or your work, and what you love about 
being a part of MWS.  
We can’t wait to get to know you better!  

MWS Meet a Member Monday Wants You!
The social media post will 
be designed as a carousel 
of images starting with 
one like the image at 
right, followed by the 
photos the member 
provides. The post itself 
will include the 3-5 fun 
facts about the member 
and what they love about 
Miami Watercolor Society.

The Miami 
Watercolor Society 
SKILL-BUILDING   
Watercolor Classes  
are open to the   
community.  

Learn with  
Marilyn Valiente 
meets at:
Artworks
4180 SW 74 Ct., #207 
Miami, FL 33155

Members pay $30 
for the 3-hour
workshop.
Non-members
pay $40.
New MWS
members get one 
free class.

MIAMIwatercolor.org
WatercolorMiami SOCIETY

MIAMIwatercolor.org

Learn with Marilyn Valiente 
Watercolor Skill Building Class

   Must have Supplies
• Container for water 
• Spray bottle
• One full sheet of watercolor paper (you 

can get two books out of this sheet) 
it does not have to be expensive; any 
brand will do.  5 and Below had some 
smaller ones, but the paper does not 
hold the water well and are too thin to 
stand up well. 

• Whatever water media you have 
already

• Glue stick – Dollar store will do.
• Scissors and ruler to fold the paper and 

to cut the sheet 
• Hair dryer (or share with a friend) 
• Optional items to play with and let your 

inner child go wild include: 
• Watercolor pencils, watercolor crayon 
• Tissue paper to decorate and/or write on 

and glue to the book (Dollar Store ok)) 
• White Gelli pen (Dollar Store, if you want 

colorful ones, 5 and Below has them)
• Thin waterproof marker to write on 

tissue paper and glue to the book
• Ribbons, lace, whatever you would like 

to play with. Let your imagination go 
wild. 

Sign up on line:  https://miamiwatercolor.org/classes/

Sunday, September 27, 10 am - 1 pm
Concertina books unfold like a visual journey—one 
continuous sheet of watercolor paper that bends, folds, and 
becomes a sequence of pages. They can also be created 
from individual pieces of paper joined together to form the 
accordion structure. Because they can be viewed from both 
sides, the book becomes a space to explore images, words, 
textures, and ideas from multiple perspectives. 

The goal of this class is to invite each participant to play, 
experiment, and discover the possibilities of the artist’s 
book as a personal form of expression. Through folding, 
layering, mark-making, and storytelling, we will explore how 
a book can become more than a container for ideas—it can 
become the artwork itself.

Everyone will leave with at least one finished artist’s book: 
a small, handmade space for their ideas, memories, and 
imagination.



WHATSAPP GROUP CHAT: 
Join Our New Miami Watercolor 
Society Group Chat!

Bloom & Brush: An Orchid-
Inspired Painting Pop-Up
The Miami Watercolor Society recently hosted 
a memorable painting event, “Bloom and Brush 
Orchid Popup,” set against the stunning backdrop 
of an orchid shop. This intimate gathering brought 
together fellow artists for an afternoon of creativity, 
community, and color, with two full sessions held 
over the summer.
    A heartfelt thank you goes out 

to Natural Orchid Boutique 
for generously opening its 

doors and allowing our 
members to paint amid 
its breathtaking display 
of orchids. The vibrant 
blooms provided endless 
inspiration, and the setting 

made for a truly unique 
painting experience.

    Special thanks to Estefania 
Mesa, who organized and brought 

this wonderful event to life. Word of the event was 
posted on the new MWS WHATSAPP group chat.
    Given the success and enthusiasm from our 
members, we’re excited to explore hosting more 
pop-up painting sessions like this one in the coming 
fall. Stay tuned for details!

Link to video: https://www.instagram.com/reels/
DYvPNF4xN7d/

Stay connected with fellow watercolor artists! 
We’re inviting all members to join the official 
Miami Watercolor Society group chat — a great 
way to stay in the loop on upcoming events, 
workshops, painting opportunities, exhibits, and 
more.
     This chat is a space for our community to 
share inspiration, connect between meetups, and 
support one another as artists. Whether it’s an 
interesting technique video, an artist you admire, 
or a painting opportunity you don’t want fellow 
members to miss, this is the place to share it.
     To keep the space welcoming and enjoyable 
for everyone, we ask all members to review and 
follow our brief Code of Conduct below before 
joining.
     We look forward to seeing you there!

MWS Group Chat Code of Conduct
To keep our group chat a positive, welcoming 
space for all members, we ask everyone to follow 
these guidelines:

• No political or religious content — Let’s keep the 
focus on art and our shared love of painting.
• No nudity or inappropriate content — Keep all 
shared content respectful and appropriate for all 
members.
• Respectful communication — Treat all members 
with kindness and respect. Disagreements 
happen, but courtesy always comes first.
• No self-promotion of personal businesses — 
This chat isn’t a platform for advertising personal 
services or products.
• Stay on topic — This chat is meant for sharing 
interesting videos, artists, information, events, 
painting opportunities, and social gatherings 
among members.
     By joining the group chat, members agree to 
follow these guidelines. Thank you for helping us 
maintain a supportive and inspiring community!

Link to join MWS WHATSAPP 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Bgu9N2Lexdy8629hojHuan?mode=gi_t



Fall 2026 Workshop

Keiko Tanabe 
ktanabefi neart.com

Miami 3 Day In-Person Workshop
October 12-14, 2026
Evelyn Greer Park, 8200 SW 124th St.
Pinecrest FL 33156 • For more info contact
Jackie Wimberly booklvr888@yahoo.com

Early Bird Prices through October 2, 2026:
MWS Members $375 • Non Members $400          
After October 2: 
MWS Members $400 • Non Members  $425

miamiwatercolor.org

Create Expressive 
Watercolors

We are so lucky to 
have to Keiko Tanabe 
coming to Miami  
as our Fall /October 
Workshop Instructor. 
Keiko is an amazing watercolor 
artist who is known internationally 
and nationally. She recently had an 
exceptional exhibit called “Journey 
Home”, in Plovdiv,Bulgaria. In 
fact, the day after our three day 
workshop concludes ,she will 
be flying to Sicily, Italy to do a 
week long Master Watercolor 
class, which of course is already 
sold out. You will definitely 
want to take Keiko’s three day 
workshop,(October 12-14) , 
here in Pinecrest, Florida.  
Register for her workshop at  
https://miamiwatercolor.org 
Sign-up early to get the early bird 
price.  
For more information  
contact Jackie Wimberly at 
booklvr888@yahoo.com.



Fall 2026 Workshop

Keiko Tanabe 
ktanabefi neart.com

Miami 3 Day In-Person Workshop
October 12-14, 2026
Evelyn Greer Park, 8200 SW 124th St.
Pinecrest FL 33156 • For more info contact
Jackie Wimberly booklvr888@yahoo.com

Early Bird Prices through October 2, 2026:
MWS Members $375 • Non Members $400          
After October 2: 
MWS Members $400 • Non Members  $425

miamiwatercolor.org

Create Expressive 
Watercolors



Ginette Bourassa is a passionate watercolor artist 
inspired by the play of light and transparency unique 

to watercolors. She was 
trained by prominent artists 
in Canada, Uruguay and 
America and has exhibited 
her work in shows around 
the world. She teaches 
adults of all levels through 
private workshops and group 
demonstrations tailored 
to various skill levels. Her 
classes are taught in two 
locations: Miami Everglades 

Resort and Quebec City Studios. Contact her by email 
at ginettebourassa19@gmail.com.

Alexis Bringas fell in love with education as a middle 
school teacher and 
now teaches water 
media (watercolor, 
gouache and acrylic) 
to children and adults 
offering private, small 
group and at-home 
lessons. See more 

information on her website: www.bringasartdesign.
com and @bringascreates on Instagram. Email her at 
bringascreates@gmail.com or call by phone  
at 305-209-6560.

Yvette Cotera offers group classes and private lessons 
at homes & libraries in watercolor, acrylics and mixed 
media creating tactile collages. She teaches children 

K-12, adults of all 
ages and abilities, 
including people 
living with low vision 
or blind. FL Certified 
Special Education & 
Visual Art Instructor, 
BS Degree, MDC. 
Contact Yvette by 

phone, voice message: 305-753-5341 or  
Email: originalartpad@bellsouth.net. 

Share the joy of watercolor painting

Marilyn Johansen teaches private and group watercolor 
lessons on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 
9:30 – noon at Art Serve 
in Ft. Lauderdale. Her 
watercolors have won 
numerous awards from 
watercolor societies 
throughout the country. 

She has a degree in education. Contact Marilyn by phone: 
954-646-8698 or email at marilynjohansen@gmail.com.

Mary McHenry teaches two adult classes at Fairchild 
Gardens in Miami: 
An Introduction to 
Watercolors and 
Intermediate/Advanced 
Watercolors. She 
is a professional 
photographer and 
watercolor artist who 
loves to share her 

passion for painting with her students. She has a degree in 
education and art history. Register for her classes through 
the Fairchild website at www.fairchildgarden.org. 

Olga Nikishina was 
educated at the Moscow 
State Stroganov Academy 
of Design and Applied Arts 
and has won more than 
20 awards in international 
exhibitions and competitions. 
She teaches sketching, 
watercolors, acrylic, pastel 
and tempera to children over 
eight, as well as adults from 
beginners to advanced levels. 

She teaches at Niki Gallery and Art School. Register for 
classes on her website: www.nikigallery.com.

How often have you heard a friend say, “Your painting looks like so much fun. I wish I could do 
that.”  Next time it happens, share this list of our members who teach and encourage them to try it.

Thank you Cathy Miller for initiating this column 
and collecting the art teacher information.



Our Mission... 
The Miami Watercolor Society, Inc. is a 
non-profit organization whose membership 
consists of a broad spectrum of water 
media painters ranging from professionals, 
teachers and those who simply paint for 
the joy of it, as well as patrons of the arts.
This culturally diverse Society informs 
and educates members and others 
by providing exhibitions, community 
education, students’ exhibitions, senior 
citizens’ activities, demonstrations, and 
publications. 
Providing over 50 years of artistic  
inspiration for water media artists!

MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 561953
Miami, FL 33256-1953
www.miamiwatercolor.org

Reminder: The Members Directory is available on the website under 
the Members heading.

Please be informed MWS members are not authorized to use the 
information on the Members Directory for solicitation purposes.

Advertise with us!
1/8 page, 3.5 x 2"..	 $15 /issue..	 $135 / 9 issues
1/4 page, 4 x 5"..	 $25 /issue..	$225 / 9 issues
1/2 page, 7.5 x 5"...	$50 /issue..	$450 / 9 issues
Full page, 7.5 x 10”..	 $95/ issue..	 $950 / 9 issues
Issues run monthly – Sep.– May. To place an ad or get more details, email us 
at: kfdesign@bellsouth.net

This newsletter is made possible with 
the support of the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade 
County Mayor and Board of County 
Commissioners.

MWS 2026 Executive Board Members 
and Committee Chairs

Newsletter Notes
If you want to get a news item into the 
next issue of the MWS newsletter, please 
submit your copy to Kim Foster at  
newsletter@miamiwatercolor.org  
one week before the end of the 
month.  
If there is space available we can  
include a jpg photo.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Co-Presidents
Beth Werner
Annie Tejidor–Bakas
1st Vice President
Exhibitions
Yvette Cotera 
Wendy Kornfield 
(assistant) 
2nd Vice President
Workshops:
Jackie Wimberly
(assistant)  
Annie Tejidor–Bakas  
3rd Vice President
Demonstrations: 
Renee Hollingsworth
Membership  
Secretary 
Bettyann Pober 
Treasurer
Anne Boynton-Trigg 
Corresponding  
Secretary
Mónica Durán
Recording Secretary
open position
Grant Secretary 
Heather MacArthur  
Trustees
Kim Foster
Andi Miller
Marge Tabak
Subrata Basu

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Paint-Outs
Beth Werner
Social Media
Alexis Bringas
Newsletter
Kim Foster
Teacher Workshop/ 
Student Show
Donna Underwood

WatercolorWatercolor
Society

Miami 

MIAMIwatercolor.org


