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MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Usually the Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
This month at Suniland ParkPinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 

Street, Pinecrest FL 33156
OR Suniland Park Multipurpose Room  12855 Pinecrest Parkway, Pinecest FL 33156

Presidents’ Message 
As we gather for our last meeting before the 
summer break, I want to take a moment to 
reflect on the wonderful energy and creativity 
we’ve shared this year. It has been inspiring 
to see how our community continues to grow 
and thrive. The 2025 Spring Exhibition was 
truly amazing — congratulations to all the 
participating artists!
	 We would like to thank all our volunteers 
who have made our 50th year celebration 
so successful! A special thank you to Gray 
Reed, who has volunteered to be our new 
Hospitality Chair, and to Jackie Wimberly 
for her dedicated service as our Hospitality 
Chair over the past years. Your efforts have 
truly helped make our gatherings warm and 
welcoming.
	 We also had a fantastic turnout for Mary 
McHenry’s skill-share class — the enthusiasm 
and talent on display were a joy to witness. 
We look forward to bringing you an exciting 
new lineup of skill-share classes in the 
coming year.
	 Please note that our next meeting will be 
held on Sunday, May 4th (the first Sunday 
of the month), so that everyone can enjoy 

May 4, 2025, 1:00 PM
at PINECREST COMMUNITY CTR
5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest 33156 

Live Demo by Wendy Kornfield 

Welcome New Members
Carla Larimer, Leslie Delaney

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ARE AT DIFFERENT LOCATIONS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Usually Second Sunday of each month, September - March (different in April & May). 1 – 3:30 P.M. 

April 30 10-11 am Pick up artwork from 
Wirtz Gallery 
May 4 General Meeting at Pinecrest  
Community Center  at 1 pm
May 6 Paint Out at a private home, 10 am.
Contact Beth Werner if interested.

May 2025  Calendar

Wendy will demo 
how to use grid 
painter app, or if 
you don’t have the 
app, how to use a 
grid to set up and 
draw a composition. 
She will talk about 
development of her 
sketchbooks, and 
how she develops 
some sketches into 
ideas for paintings. 
How she uses the grid 
painter app to set up 
a canvas size similar to her sketchbook and how to look 
at a photo and rethink the photo into a more interesting 
composition. Other topics she will cover are her color 
palette and thoughts about special colors and special 
paints like Metallic, opaque and gel markers.    
    Wendy Kornfield, a Miami resident, is a watercolor 
artist with a passion for visual storytelling. Wendy’s 
artistic journey began in childhood when she explored 
painting, drawing, and needlework. After graduating 
from the Rhode Island School of Design in 1980, Wendy 
embarked on a successful 35-year career in graphic 
design. As a watercolor artist, she explores  the vibrancy 
and transparency of the medium to convey the depth of 
human emotions and experiences. Wendy strives to push 
the boundaries of traditional watercolor painting.

         May 2025

Please continue, page 2
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Presidents’ Message continued from pg 1

MWS Spring Exhibit 2025  
Opening Reception

Mother’s Day the following weekend. We are 
thrilled to have Wendy Kornfield as our demo artist 
— it’s a demonstration you won’t want to miss!
	 As we head into the summer months, we 
encourage you all to keep your brushes moving. 
Enjoy the slower pace, find inspiration in the 
season, and keep painting! We can’t wait to see the 

beautiful work you’ll create when we reunite in the fall and gear 
up for our Fall Exhibition.
	 Wishing you all a safe, joyful, and creative summer!  
As the song says… see you in September!

Your co-presidents:
Beth Werner
Annie Tejidor-Bakas
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MWS April 2024 
General Meeting Report

MWS March 2025 General Meeting Report
Please bring a snack to share at our May meeting

Yavor Popov gave us a wonderful demo of his watercolor 
painting at the April MWS general meeting. From start to 
finish, in a little over an hour, Yavor painted a marine scene 
from an unremarkable photo. MWS members asked ques-
tions about paper, paint brushes and technique while we 
watched a beautiful painting emerge. Thank you, Yavor, we 
look forward to seeing more of your paintings!

Thank you to all that brought food and drink.

Seen  
on-line...
Miami Watercolor 
Society’s April 2025 
Exhibition is  
being featured in the 
online magazine at: 
somimag.com

Yavor kindly donated his demo painting to be raffled off at 
our May meeting. Bring your dollars to buy raffle tickets!
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Watercolor Skill Building Class Report
Mary McHenry’s Skill Building Class was very well attended 
with over 20 artists on April 27. Mary demonstrated her approach 
to painting a lake scene in Maine by first painting it in 3-tones of 
grayscale: white, medium and dark tone, We then painted the 
same image in gray paint. Mary then went on to paint a color 
version, using the grayscale as a guide. She uses a triad of 3 
colors to keep the painting from getting muddy. We all learned 
and had a great time painting together. Thank you Mary for 
leading a wonderful painting session.

Toa Castellanos writes that her exhibit will be  
closing on Thursday, June 5, with a reception from  
5 p.m. - 8 p.m and catalogs will be provided. Hope 
many of my MWS friends will attend. 
St. Thomas University Library, Second Floor.
16401 NW 37th Avenue, Miami Gardens 33054
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Express Yourself 
Miami 3 Day In-Person Workshop 
Oct. 13-15, 2025
Evelyn Greer Park, 9 am to 4 pm
8200 SW 124th St, Pinecrest, FL 33156

Member Prices:
Before Oct 1    $375.
After Oct 1       $400.

Non-Member Prices:
Before Oct 1    $400.
After Oct 1       $425.

Fall 2025 Workshop
Carol Carter carol-carter.com

JOIN MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY FOR
MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS AND MORE!
Pinecrest Community Center 
5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156
Usually second Sunday of each month, September through May.  
1:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

www.miamiwatercolor.org
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Want to be featured on the 
MWS social media page? 
Twice a month, MWS will highlight a 
different member. This is your chance to 
share your story, showcase your work, 
or just introduce yourself to the rest of 
the art community. Send an email to 
miamiwatercolor@gmail.com to be 
featured. make sure to include fun facts 
about you, 3-5 photos that represent you 
or your work, and what you love about 
being a part of MWS.  
We can’t wait to get to know you better!  

MWS Meet a Member Monday Wants You!
The social media post will 
be designed as a carousel 
of images starting with 
one like the image at 
right, followed by the 
photos the member 
provides. The post itself 
will include the 3-5 fun 
facts about the member 
and what they love about 
Miami Watercolor Society.

MWS April Paint-Out Report
Seven MWS members showed up for a semi-
rainy day at at Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Coconut Grove. Fortunately, there 
was a covered porch where we could stay dry 
and we managed to get a few paintings done 
between the downpours! The weather was 
damp but our spirits were sunny!
	 Our next paint-out will be Tuesday,  
May 6 at the home at 6640 SW 129 Terrace at 
10 a.m. Contact Beth Werner if you would like 
to join us. betwerner@gmail.com

Painting by Yavor Popov 

Congratulations to our members whose  
work is featured in the FWS On-line show 
“Animal Friends 2025”.
Pat Collins
Perla Gonzalez
Jorge Leon
Catherine Miller

Bettyann Pober
Tammy Seymour
Debra Spurgeon
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Ginette Bourassa is a passionate watercolor artist 
inspired by the play of light and transparency unique 

to watercolors. She was 
trained by prominent 
artists in Canada, 
Uruguay and America 
and has exhibited her 
work in shows around 
the world. She teaches 
adults of all levels through 
private workshops and 
group demonstrations 
tailored to various skill 
levels. Her classes are 

taught in two locations: Miami Everglades Resort 
and Quebec City Studios. Contact her by email at 
ginettebourassa19@gmail.com.

Alexis Bringas fell in love with education as a 
middle school 
teacher and now 
teaches water 
media (watercolor, 
gouache and 
acrylic) to children 
and adults offering 
private, small 

group and at-home lessons. See more information 
on her website: www.bringasartdesign.com and 
@bringascreates on Instagram. Email her at 
bringascreates@gmail.com or call by phone  
at 305-209-6560.

Yvette Cotera offers small group classes and 
private lessons 
to children K-12 
plus adults of all 
ages and people 
living with low 
vision. Following 
degrees in art 
and special 
education, 

Yvette has continued to grow as a teaching artist, 
taking watercolor and other water-soluble medium 

Share the joy of watercolor painting

workshops and classes. She teaches watercolors, acrylics 
and ink at her home, her students’ homes and libraries. 
Contact her by phone 305-753-5341.

Marilyn Johansen teaches private and group watercolor 
lessons on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 
9:30 – noon at Art Serve 
in Ft. Lauderdale. Her 
watercolors have won 
numerous awards from 
watercolor societies 
throughout the country. 

She has a degree in education. Contact Marilyn by phone: 
954-646-8698 or email at marilynjohansen@gmail.com.

Mary McHenry teaches two adult classes at Fairchild 
Gardens in Miami: 
An Introduction 
to Watercolors 
and Intermediate/
Advanced Watercolors. 
She is a professional 
photographer and 
watercolor artist who 
loves to share her 

passion for painting with her students. She has a degree in 
education and art history. Register for her classes through 
the Fairchild website at www.fairchildgarden.org. 

Olga Nikishina was educated at the Moscow State 
Stroganov Academy of Design and Applied Arts and has 

won more than 20 awards in 
international exhibitions and 
competitions. She teaches 
sketching, watercolors, 
acrylic, pastel and tempera 
to children over eight, as well 
as adults from beginners 
to advanced levels. She 
teaches at Niki Gallery and 
Art School. Register for 
classes on her website: 
www.nikigallery.com.

How often have you heard a friend say, “Your painting looks like so much fun. I wish I could do 
that.”  Next time it happens, share this list of our members who teach and encourage them to try it.

Thank you Cathy Miller for initiating this column  
and collecting the art teacher information.
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Our Mission... 
The Miami Watercolor Society, Inc.is a 
non-profit organization whose membership 
consists of a broad spectrum of water 
media painters ranging from professionals, 
teachers and those who simply paint for 
the joy of it, as well as patrons of the arts.
This culturally diverse Society informs and 
educates members and others by providing 
exhibitions, community education, students’ 
exhibitions, senior citizens’ activities, 
demonstrations, and publications. 
Providing over 50 years of artistic  
inspiration for water media artists!

MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 561953
Miami, FL 33256-1953
www.miamiwatercolor.org

Reminder: The Members Directory is available on the website under 
the Members heading.

Please be informed MWS members are not authorized to use the 
information on the Members Directory for solicitation purposes.

Advertise with us!
1/8 page, 3.5 x 2"..	 $15 /issue..	 $135 / 9 issues
1/4 page, 4 x 5"..	 $25 /issue..	$225 / 9 issues
1/2 page, 7.5 x 5"...	$50 /issue..	$450 / 9 issues
Full page, 7.5 x 10”..	 $95/ issue..	 $950 / 9 issues
Issues run monthly – Sep.– May. To place an ad or get more details, email us 
at: kfdesign@bellsouth.net

This newsletter is made possible with 
the support of the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade 
County Mayor and Board of County 
Commissioners.

MWS 2025 Executive Board Members 
and Committee Chairs

Newsletter Notes
If you want to get a news item into the 
next issue of the MWS newsletter, please 
submit your copy to Kim Foster at  
newsletter@miamiwatercolor.org  
one week before the end of the 
month.  
If there is space available we can  
include a jpg photo.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Co-Presidents
Beth Werner
Annie Tejidor–Bakas
1st Vice President
Exhibitions
Yvette Cotera
2nd Vice President
Workshops:
Jackie Wimberly
(assistant) Annie Tejidor–
Bakas  
3rd Vice President
Demonstrations: 
Renee Hollingsworth
Membership  
Secretary 
Bettyann Pober 
Treasurer
Anne Boynton-Trigg 
Corresponding  
Secretary
Pat Collins
Recording Secretary
Crystal Garcia
Grant Secretary 
Heather MacArthur  
Trustees
Kim Foster
Andi Miller
Marge Tabak
Subrata Basu

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Paint-Outs
Beth Werner
Social Media
Alexis Bringas
Newsletter
Kim Foster
Advertising
Diane Lary 
Teacher Workshop/ 
Student Show
Donna Underwood


