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2020 Calendar of Events

Jan. 12 MWS  General Meeting 1:30 - 3:30 PM  
 Pinecrest Community Ctr.

Jan. 19 Watercolor class w/ Donna Underwood 
 Pinecrest Community Ctr. 12:30 - 3:30

Jan. 23 Paint Out @ Pinecrest Botanical Garden 

Feb. 3-27 Enter the Spring Exhibit 

Feb. 9 MWS General Meeting 1:30 - 3:30 PM  
 Pinecrest Community Ctr.

Feb. 16 Watercolor class  
 Pinecrest Community Ctr. 12:30 - 3:30

March 8 Intake Spring Exhibit judging 
 10 -11:30AM Evelyn Greer Park 
 MWS General Meeting 1:30 - 3:30 PM  
 Evelyn Greer Park 
 Anne Abgott demo at meeting

Mar. 9-12 Anne Abgott Workshop 
 Evelyn Greer Park

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:30 – 3:30 P.M. Public is welcome.

Happy New Year 2020

Membership Renewal  
is from January 1 through March 1, 2020. 

Dear Members, 

Our society is run by members who volunteer their time to 
ensure that our meetings have refreshments, find the best 
workshop artists, plan our monthly meetings, organize 
paint-outs, conduct our teachers’ workshop and student 
exhibition, secure grant money for our operations, publish 
monthly newsletters, keep our website updated, stage our 
exhibitions, plus much more. 

Without volunteers, MWS and our programs would not 
exist and many of our friendships would never have 
happened.

We are motivated by the desire to give back, meet with 
like-minded people and have fun. The next time you hear 
the call for volunteers, please raise your hand. You’ll be 
glad you did.

Happy New Year to everyone.

– Andi Miller and Cathy Miller, co-presidents

MWS January Meeting Demos
The demo for the 
January meeting will 
feature a discussion 
and instruction on 
the topic of “How to 
Make Your Paintings 
More Creative.”   
Cathy Allsman, Jan 
De Jong and Sondra 
Levy will be speaking and showing slides. They will show where to 
get and how to develop creative ideas. Creativity can be taught but 
it will be different for each artist, so, our hope is that everyone will 
find something to help them improve their paintings. “

Zebra Stripes by Jan De Jong

The Moon Comes In by Cathy Allsman
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Spring Workshop ’20
Anne Abgott, AWS, NWS

www.anneabgott.com
March 9-12, 2020 
Evelyn Greer Park, 
8200 SW 124th Street
Pinecrest, FL 33156 

Supply List will be on-line at
miamiwatercolor.org/happenings/workshops/

SIGN UP FOR THE SPRING WORKSHOP ON LINE!

Anne Abgott, AWS, NWS,  has the number one selling 

watercolor book, “Daring Color”. Anne will be doing a four day 

workshop. She will focus on a different one of her paintings 
and painting style each day.  Anne will be teaching her famous 

“Daring Color” technique of dropping color into color. You will 

learn  about pigments and color mingling. She will also teach 

computer-altered images and how to use your computer to 

make your photo into an award winning painting.

March 9 – 12, 2020  • 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Evelyn Greer Park 8200 SW 124th St. Pinecrest, FL 33156  

Early Bird Prices through February 28, 2020:
MWS Members        $345            
Non-members        $405   (join MWS and save $15) 
Prices as of March 1  MWS Members   $375            
                                Non Members          $435
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Watercolor Classes
Watercolor Classes are offered by MWS 
members in a relaxed and comfortable set-
ting. These classes are taught by our most ac-
complished and awarded watercolor artists. 
We offer instruction for all levels on various 
techniques and subjects. Make sure you look 
at the newsletter every month to see what the 
teacher will focus on. You never know how 
much more you can stretch as an artist, so 
join us on the third Sunday afternoon of the 
month at the Pinecrest Community Center 

from 12:30-3:30!

If you’d like to take 
the class and 
plan to attend 
the monthly 
meeting, you 
may also pay 
at the meeting. 

Class fee: $25 for 
members/$35 for 

non-members. 

If you have not paid in advance, you can go 
on the 3rd Sunday of the month and pay a 
member of the board, who will be there to 
receive your payment. New members receive 
one free class when they join, which must be 
used in the first year of joining. For up-to-date 
information, visit 
miamiwatercolor.org/calendar/  
REGISTER ON-LINE.  

No watercolor class in December or 
May.  

Donna Underwood to teach Jan. 19th

Lesson plan:
1-& 2- Point Perspective Drawing and Atmospheric Painting
Lesson objective is to learn to create the illusion of depth on a 
two-dimensional surface in still life, landscape and architectural 
drawings and watercolor paintings.
 
Materials:
Sketchbook for drawing and for taking notes
Ruler 12”
#2, F or HB drawing pencil
Eraser
Watercolor paper for practice
Watercolor brushes
Palette and watercolor paints
Water container
Paper towels

About Donna: Volunteer work for the Miami Watercolor Society 
led Donna to earn a Master’s degree in art education from FIU. 
She is currently the Director of Fine Arts at Westminster Christian 
School where she taught high school art for 16 years. She chairs 
Palmetto Bay’s “Art in Public Places” committee, has illustrated a 
children’s book (I Am Moxxy Dog!) and the Miami Youth Museum 
cookbook, has done commissioned paintings, has designed 
a variety of social and civic invitations including the Lowe Art 
Museum’s, has won awards in local and state exhibitions, and 
has adjudicated art shows locally, regionally and on a state level.

If you haven’t attended a MWS class recently, they 
are geared to challenge watercolor artists of all 
levels not just beginners. 

Matheson Hammock Docks by Donna Underwood
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Membership Renewal is from January 1 
through March 1, 2020. If you have paid 
your previous dues between September 
and the end of December, you are still a 
member in good standing until January.

Membership dues are $45 per year. 
Teachers get the first year of their member-
ship for $25 and thereafter for $45 per 
year. Students may join for an annual rate 
of $15.

The period for renewal is between Janu-
ary 1st and March 1st.  Those who join 
between September 1 and December 31, 
are exempt from dues to following year. 

You can renew in one of 3 ways:
1)  On-Line: https://miamiwatercolor. 
 org/membership-application/

2) Pay at the general meeting with a  
 check, cash or a credit card

3) Mail a check to:
 Miami Watercolor Society 
 P.O. Box 561953
 Miami, Florida 33256-1953

Non-payment of dues within the calendar 
year terminates membership status, in-
cluding Signature status. A member may 
reinstate their status up to the past three 
years by fulfilling dues in addition to the 
past due membership.  

If you have an questions, please contact 
Fabiano Santos at fabianolaptop@yahoo.com.  

Time to renew your 
MWS membership
Just $45 to renew your  
MWS membership

Holiday Extravaganza Report
Thank you to all who attended and participated in the MWS De-
cember Holiday Extravaganza. The speaker Pierre Guidetti, CEO 
of Savoir-Faire, maker of Fabriano Watercolor paper, presented 
an interesting evolution of paper from the ‘beginning of time’ to 
present day describing the changes in processes and how that 
affects the paper we use to create our masterpieces. Mr. Guidetti 
also provided samples of the new Fabriano watercolor paper, as 
well as paints and brushes for members and guests to try them out.
  Attendees enjoyed demonstrations by Marilyn Johansen and 
Vered Pasternak on various alternative techniques, such as using 
alcohol inks on Yupo Paper and matte medium and gesso to cre-
ate texture or revive a painting. Diane Lary and Terry Mulrooney 
demonstrated painting tips and fixes to avoid/create blossoms in 
your paintings, what type of brush to use to create the outcome 
you are looking for; different techniques for layering and blending 
colors on the paper; creating a variety of clouds, how to deter-
mine colors to use in portraits and they also answered questions 
from the audience. Marilyn Valiente and Dottie Greene Were 
available to provide “Artistic Advice” for attendees who brought 
paintings in for review. Finally, all had an amazing time winning 
and bidding on special items at our Raffle and Silent Auction 
tables. The refreshments and snacks organized by Patricia  
Chiappo and donated by members were a fabulous addition to 
the festivities. 
Thanks to all who donated items for our refreshments, Raffle and 
Silent auction! 
Diane Lary

Diane Lary

Pierre Guidetti

Terry Mulrooney

Marilyn Johansen and Vered Pasternak
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The 34th annual 
“Impressions in 
Watercolor” student art 
show, in partnership 
with the Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, 
was held Wednesday, 
November 13, at the 
Dave and Mary Alper 
Jewish Community 
Center. MWS members 
served as hosts and 
provided food for the 
hundreds of student 
artists and guests 
in attendance while 
the Coral Reef High 
School acapella choir 
performed.

Thank you to Jan De 
Jong, who graciously 
chairs and runs the 
opening reception, 
and to Andi and Lloyd Miller, who prepare and serve beverages nonstop.  
Thank you, Yvette Cotera, Cathy Allsman, Kathrine Leathers, Cheryl De Jong, 
Lynne Meyer and two Westminster Christian School students, for serving and 
refilling the trays until the food was gone. 

Food donations were provided by Dottie Greene, Cathy Miller, Katherine 
Leathers, Pat Ellison, Beth Werner, Cathy Allsman, Kim Foster, Yvette 
Cotara, Vivian Gomez, Ann Anderson, Diane Lary, Sal Sidner and Donna 
Underwood. Donations to buy food were generously provided by Deb 
Magid, Liliana Biancardi, Pat Collins, Bettyann Pober, Gail Schrack, Patricia 
Chiappo, Jackie Wimberly, Rosie Brown, Elizabet Chacon, Ginette Bourassa, 
Renee Hollingsworth, Bobbi Garber, Subrata Basu, Dan Smith and Terry 
Mulrooney.  

The annual exhibition preserves and promotes the unique character of 
watercolor as a medium among young artists from kindergarten through 
grade 12. The Miami Watercolor Society presented approximately $2,000 
in gift certificates to the 36 award winners. Melissa Maxfield-Miranda won 
the Art Teacher Award. She and one of her students will be given a day at 
the spring MWS workshop as our guests. This year’s Best in Show award 
winner was Daniela Landsberg, a senior at New World School of the Arts.  

“Impressions in Watercolor” has become one of the highlights of the school 
year thanks to the continued support of the MWS membership. “Thank you” 
to everyone who was able to come to the reception on a rainy evening, 
meet and greet the young artists, enjoy their art, and celebrate the students’ 
achievements in watercolor.  
                                                                           – Donna Underwood

Annual Student Art Show Report

Left is Melissa Maxfield-Miranda. On the right is Mabel Morales, 

MDCPS District Art Supervisor. The other woman was Mabel’s 

student. Her daughter is Melissa’s student. Small world.  

The student was an award winner for a group project.

Cover artist

Program cover teacher with students
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MWS on Facebook!
MWS is on Facebook and has 1068 friends!  
If you have a Facebook page, please look up  
MWS-Miami Watercolor Society and “like” the page. 
    PLEASE invite your friends to like us too. You and 
your friends will be able to stay informed on all 
MWS happenings plus enjoy the photos and tips we 
share! 
www.facebook.com/MiamiWatercolorSociety 

Instagram page under @miamiwatercolorsociety
has 599 followers!

Twitter has 444 followers!

PLEASE send your art news to share 
on the MWS Facebook page to: 
rosiebrown1021@yahoo.com

Members Who Teach
Ruth Biel 305-666-6289

Jaimie Cordero 786-303-5293

Dottie Greene  305-322-8695

Sandy Levy 305-978-6701

Sandra Walsh 305-508-4041

Jan DeJong 305-968-3096

Marilyn Johansen 954-646-8698

Donna Underwood 305-238-1289

Marilyn Valiente 305-323-5312

Lynda Wellens 305-233-0910

Help Us Rebuild the Library
The Watercolor Society once had a well-stocked 
library that included art books and publications, 
DVDs and all sorts of educational materials that were 
rented out or sold to our members. Over the years, 
the inventory has been depleted and we would like to 
revive it.

Please look through your supplies and find some 
things you are willing to donate to the new library. 
Bring them to the next meeting and we will start over.

2020 Spring Exhibition Calendar
• February 3 – February 27 – Registration either on 
line or by US Mail. A photo of each piece entered must 
accompany your entry. See photo requirements below.

• February 28 – Entry Deadline for Spring Show. All 
entries must be postmarked if mailed by February 28. All 
online entries, and payment must be received by February 
28.

• Sunday, March 8 – Intake for judging the awards – drop 
off paintings between 10:00 am & 11:30 am at Evelyn 
Greer Park, 8200 SW 124th Street, Pinecrest, FL 33156. 
Please note this is a Daylight Savings Time change day, 
intake volunteers will not take paintings after 11:30 during 
the judging!

• Wednesday, April 1 – Intake of artwork accepted into 
exhibit at the Wirtz Gallery, 10 am to 11:30 am. The Art 
Gallery of the First National Bank of South Miami, 5750 
Sunset Drive, South Miami 33143.  

• Friday, April 3 - Opening Reception at Wirtz Gallery. 
6pm to 8pm.

• Thursday, April 30 – Artist’s pick up your paintings from 
the Wirtz Gallery. 10 am to 11:30 am.

Matt Cutter for Sale
Large (40”) mat cutter with straight and bevel cutters 
for sale. (Logan Simplex 700) Hardly used.  
Original price $400.
Logan Oval & Circle Mat Cutter for sale.  
Never used. Original price $60. 
Both for sale to the highest bidder with proceeds 
going to MWS.

Contact Beth Werner at betwerner@gmail.com

Heres Looking At You by Rosie Brown
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Paint Outs Calendar
Suggested items to bring: watercolor art supplies, folding chair, 
easel, bug spray, sun block, hat, water bottle and a bagged 
lunch. 

January 23 (Thursday) Pinecrest Botanical Garden 
11000 Red Road Pinecrest, Florida 33156.  Paint tropi-
cal flowers; swans; coral rock nooks, bridges; koi pond or 
banyan trees with giant troll sculptures. Meet at entrance at 
9:30am. (Adults: $5.; Seniors $3. & free parking). Meet at 
12:30 pm for lunch at new Juan Valdes Cafe in Cypress Hall 
next to the main entrance. 

February 22 (Saturday) Tropical garden of MWS  
member Beth Werner: (SW 128th Street, Pinecrest, FL 33156)
Paint oak tree branches, colorful foliage & tropical flowers. 
Meet at 9:30am at the front entrance driveway. Gather for a 
12:30pm bag lunch under the shade of the trees.  
(For address, call Yvette Cotera 305-753-5341).

March 26 (Thursday)  9:30am-1:30am Diane Lary’s  
Jungle Outpost: 14870 SW 238 St., Homestead, FL 33032). 
Adventure through this jungle paradise to find colorful foli-
age, fruit trees and tropical flowers to paint. Meet at 9:30 am 
at entrance. Gather at 12:30pm for a bag lunch in a shady 
spot. (To carpool, call Yvette Cotera 305-753-5341).

April 22 (Wednesday) Earth Day – Free admission 
to Fairchild Botanical Gardens. 10901 Old Cutler Rd. 
in Coral Gables. Support & paint nature! Meet at 9:30am at 
the main entrance. Gather at 12:30pm for lunch in the Glass-
house Cafe overlooking butterflies at Wings of Tropics exhibit.  

For further information, contact: Yvette Cotera 
Paint Outs committee member
305-753-5341or originalartpad@bellsouth.net

To Select or change your charitable organization:

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser 
with the same login credentials you use on amazon.com

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of 
any page, and then select the option to select/Change your Charity. Or, 
from your mobile browser, select Change your Charity from the options at 
the bottom of the page.

3. Select a new charitable organization to support.
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 
customers’ eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organizations 
they select.

It isn’t a lot but it does add up and you don’t have to do anything different 
except sign on to smile.amazon.com, Imagine if everyone in MWS had 
Miami Watercolor Society chosen as their charity, it would make a BIG Dif-
ference for MWS!

December Paint-Out Report
Several MWS members had signed up, but no one 
came but me to the MWS Paint Out on December 14, 
2019 at “The Barnacle House” in Coconut Grove.
Since I was alone, I ended up taking a state ranger 
guided interior tour of the main house that Ralph  
Munroe built for his family. Then I painted the yellow 
boat house by the bay he also built, using refurbished 
ship wood for both houses. The house has many origi-
nal antiques, wooden toys, furniture, etc. and surprised 
me with it’s many details and layout, which gave the 
feeling of being on a ship.

Yvette Cotera
MWS Member / Paint Out Committee

Help MWS whenever you purchase something from Amazon.

On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), 
you are prompted to 
select a charitable 
organization from the list 
of eligible organizations. 
You can change your 
selection at any time.
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Our Mission... 
The Miami Watercolor Society, Inc.is a non-
profit organization whose membership consists 
of a broad spectrum of water media painters 
ranging from professionals, teachers and those 
who simply paint for the joy of it, as well as 
patrons of the arts.This culturally diverse Society 
informs and educates members and others by 
providing exhibitions, community education, 
students’ exhibitions, senior citizens’ activities, 
demonstrations, and publications. 

Providing over 30 years of artistic  
inspiration for water media artists!

MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 561953
Miami, FL 33256-1953
www.miamiwatercolor.org

Reminder: The Members Directory is available on the website 
under the Members Only heading.

Please be informed MWS members are notauthorized to use the 
information on the Members Directory for solicitation purposes.

Advertise with us!
1/8 page, 3.5 x 2".. $15 /issue.. $135 / 9 issues
1/4 page, 4 x 5".. $25 /issue.. $225 / 9 issues
1/2 page, 7.5 x 5"... $50 /issue.. $450 / 9 issues
Full page, 7.5 x 10”.. $95/ issue.. $950 / 9 issues

Issues run monthly – Sep.– May. To place an ad or get more details, 
email us at: kfdesign@bellsouth.net

This newsletter is made possible with 
the support of the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural 
Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County 
Mayor and Board of County Commissioners.

MWS 2019 Executive Board Members 
and Committee Chairs

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Co-Presidents
Cathy Miller
Andi Miller

1st Vice President
Exhibitions
Wendy Kornfield

2nd Vice President
(Activities)

OPEN
Vered Pasternak - Assist.
Deb Magid -WC Classes 

3rd Vice President
(Demonstrations) 

Jan DeJong

Recording Secretary
Katherine Leathers

Treasurer Liason
Yvette Cotera

Corresponding Secretary
Pat Collins

Membership Secretary
Fabiano Santos

Grant Program
Heather McCarthy  
Katherine Leather-assists

Trustees
Kim Foster
Marilyn Valiente

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Hospitality
Patricia Chiappo

Social Media
Rosie Brown

Newsletter
Kim Foster

Publicity/Advertising
Diane Lary 

Student/Teacher 
Programs/Scholarship
Donna Underwood
Beth Werner

Library
Meudy Armada

Webmaster
OPEN

Paint-Outs
OPEN

Newsletter Notes
If you want to get a news item into 
the next issue of the MWS newsletter, 
please submit your copy to Kim Foster at 
newsletter@miamiwatercolor.org  
one week before the end of the month.  
If there is space available we can  
include a jpg photo.


