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2018 - 19 Calendar of Events

Dec. 9  General Meeting: 1:30 - 3:30 PM
 Our Holiday Party
 Pinecrest Community Center

Jan. 13  General Meeting: 1:30 - 3:30 PM
 Pinecrest Community Center

Jan. 20  Watercolor class: 12:30 - 3:30 PM
 Pinecrest Community Center

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:30 – 3:30 P.M. Public is welcome.

Instead of writing about all the things I have learned in 
the past two years since Marilyn and I became Co-
Presidents, I decided to share something I think you’ll 
all enjoy. My Holiday gift to you is to recommend a 
really good TV documentary/movie. It’s titled: “The 
Price of Everything”. I saw it on HBO, but it was also in 
general release at theaters. You might be able to find 
it on HBO, Netflix or some other channel. I found the 
movie fascinating on so many levels. It is also a visual 
delight. The movie presents the art market as it exists 
on the world- wide stage. If you go to Art Basel, it 
makes you realize what you are really experiencing.
   If you are interested in who makes art, who buys 
art, who sells art, who makes the most money or who 
creates the market for individual artists; then this is the 
movie for you! You will also learn who buys billion- 
dollar art, who resells it, who establishes the current 
taste of the art market, and how artists perceive who 
should own and display their art.
   It is fascinating to see the comparison of the 1960’s 
popular artist Larry Poons, to the contemporary favored 
artist Jeff Koons.  Larry Poons refused to stay stuck on 
what made him ‘popular’ and wanted to grow and  
Continue next page 

From the Co-President

Holiday 
Party 
and Art 
Project
(We will also 
be voting on 
officers)

Please join us for our Holiday Party Dec. 9. 
We’ve had a terrific year and we deserve a party!
What could be better than painting, shopping,  
eating and enjoying each others’ company? 

Bring some of your paints, a brush, small water 
container and paper towels. Paper is provided to 
create our now annual “watercolor puzzle painting.”

Bring anything you’d like to donate for a silent auction.
(Art related: supplies, prints, cards). Proceeds of the 
silent auction items will go to MWS. And /Or bring 
some of your own work that you want to sell. (Money 
will be split 50% to artist, 50% to Miami Watercolor 
Society)

No matter what you bring or do not bring this
Event is  always a lot of relaxed fun!

Christmas Poppy by Bettyann Pober

Group painting from December 2016
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Watercolor Classes
Watercolor Classes are offered by MWS mem-
bers in a relaxed and comfortable setting. These 
classes are taught by our most accomplished and 
awarded watercolor artists. We offer instruction 
for all levels on various techniques and subjects. 
Make sure you look at the newsletter every month 
to see what the teacher will focus on. You never 
know how much more you can stretch as an 
artist, so join us on the third Sunday afternoon 
of the month at the Pinecrest Community Center 
from12:30-3:30!

If you’d like to take the class and plan to attend 
the monthly meeting, you may also pay at the 
meeting. Class fee: $25 for members/$35 for 
non-members. 

If you have not paid in advance, you can go on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month and pay a member 
of the board, who will be there to receive your 
payment. New members receive one free class 
when they join, which must be used in the first 
year of joining.  
miamiwatercolor.org/calendar/  

for up-to-date information. 
REGISTER ON-LINE. 
No watercolor class in December or May.  

Membership Information 
CURRENT MEMBERS:

Membership is due 
between January 1st 
and March 1st.  
You must be up to date in order to enter a show.  

NEW MEMBERS:
You are entitled to one free Sunday class. 
Please check the calendar and newsletter for 
information. Sunday classes are held the third 
Sunday of the month.  

TEACHERS:
You have a discounted rate of $25 the first  
year of your membership. The rate will be  
$45 beginning the second year.  

Co-Presidents’ Note Cont. from page 1

Members Who Teach
Ruth Biel 305-666-6289
Jaimie Cordero 786-303-5293
Dottie Greene  305-666-6311
Sandy Levy 305-978-6701
Sandra Walsh 305-508-4041
Jan DeJong 305-968-3096
Marilyn Johansen 954-646-8698
Donna Underwood 305-238-1289
Marilyn Valiente 305-323-5312
Lynda Wellens 305-233-0910

Board member Sal Sidner is excited to be exhibiting at 
Miami River Art Fair during Art Basel week. Here is the link 
for tickets: http://miamiriverartfair.com/tickets/. The theme 
of the booth, curated by the German Art curator Dr. Barbara 
Aust-Wegemund, is “How deep is the Ocean”, with the ocean 
as a metaphor for real and inner exploration. Sal has been 
designing and painting murals about the ocean and the 
environment for the past year. Here is a link to the video her 
daughter made about one of the murals: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuIGj9GCsNE

push his own boundaries. [hmmm, how many of you that 
weren’t around in the U.S. during the 60’s have ever heard 
of him?)  Jeff Koons, on the other hand, has remained true to 
what has made him a contemporary ‘wunderkind’.  
   On a much more local scale, I think we all go through this 
form of agony.  We want our work to be liked, but there is 
often a small ‘prickley’ feeling that keeps us trying to grow 
and change. 
   I confess that I am quite guilty of often disliking change in 
other artists, but for myself, not so much.  I smile and at the 
same time bristle when friends say, “I liked what you used to 
paint.  Why don’t you do more of that?”
   I wonder…………….
   In any case, Marilyn and I want to thank all of you 
for your support these two years!  We hope you have a 
wonderful Holiday Season, and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year!

Bettyann
ps.  I hope you get to see the film

Save the Dates!
Jorge Leon will be teaching a 2-day, weekend workshop on 
April 6-7, 2019. Details to come!
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Spring Workshop ’19
Iain Stewart 
iainstew.fineartstudioonline.com

March 11 – 14, 2019 
Miami, Florida
From Sketchbook to Studio –  
Painting Light in Watercolor

Iain will demonstrate how to create a road map, that 
if followed, will greatly improve your painting. Iain’s 
purpose is to provide you with a repeatable process 
involving carefully planned steps that you can use 
for painting any subject. Iain allows as much time as 
possible for one on one instruction and critique. After 
all a workshop should focus on the student and not how 
well the instructor can paint. In the end it’s about you 
and your experience and whether it will help you to 
continue on your artistic journey.

March 11 – 14, 2019  • 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Miami, Florida  
Early Bird Prices through February 28, 2019:
MWS Members        $315            
Non-members        $375   (join MWS and save $15) 
Prices after Feb:    MWS Members   $345            
                                Non Members   $405

Iain Stewart’s sole focus 
will be bringing your 
creativity to light and 
aiding you in dispelling the 
myths of the difficulties of 
watercolor painting. Through 
demonstration, thoughtful 
critique, and lessons learned 
over a long painting career, 
Iain will help you understand 
how to prepare for and 
anticipate the challenges 
that painting in watercolor 
presents. By guiding you 
through his process, which 
relies on simplification of 
subject through exploratory 
sketching and value studies, 

Supply List will be on-line at
miamiwatercolor.org/happenings/workshops/

SIGN UP FOR THE SPRING WORKSHOP  
ON LINE!
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Impressions in Watercolor Report

For 33 consecutive years, the Miami Watercolor Society 
has produced, “Impressions in Watercolor,” a student 
show which thousands of children from kindergarten 
through grade 12 have participated in
.
The opening in partnership with the Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools Visual and Performing Arts was held at 
the Alper JCC on Thursday, November 15, to more than 
400 students, parents, faculty and guests. 

A big shout out goes to MWS members who made 
it a success: Jan de Jong, Opening Chair; the team 
of Andi and Lloyd Miller who provided and served 
beverages; Cathy Allsman, Kim Foster, Karon Gorham 
and Katherine Leathers who brought food and hosted 
the event; Jedda Wong, Dottie Greene, Beth Werner, Pat 
Collins, Joan Bernhardt, Evelyn Chesney, 
Diane lary, Allen Pope, Leslie Sytsma, 
Maggie Tabor, Fabio Santos, Bettanne 
Pober, Liliana Biancardi (treasurer) and 
Donna Underwood  who provided food or 
gave monetary donations, and Dorothy La 
Frieda, Yvette Colera and Vivian Gomez for 
their support.

Nico Salino, grade 12 from New World School of the 
Arts won Best in Show with a watercolor of a subject 
matter that he is passionate about, birds. The Teacher 
Award went to Everglades K-8 Center’s, Jeffery David, 
whose fifth grade son, Nicholas David, coincidentally 
won a Merit Award.

You volunteers make this show a success.  Thank you 
to each and every member who baked or bought food, 
made sandwiches, poured beverages, filled food trays, 
set-up, cleaned-up, visited the show, talked to students, 
and shared your passion for watercolor. You may not 
realize it now, but by giving back to the young art 
community, you are encouraging future art teachers and 
future members of our society. 
 

Nico Salino, grade 12 from New World School of the Arts won  
Best in Show,

Xavier Ensenat, grade 4, Gulfstream Elementary, won a Judge’s 
Choice Award for the cover design. Susan Castillo is his Art Teacher 
and Marybel Baldessari, Principal.  

by Donna Underwood



5

Seen at MWS 
watercolor classes
MWS Watercolor classes 
are not just for beginners!
Dottie Greene condensed her 
regular multi-day watercolor painting 
workshop to a 3-hour class in 
November’s MWS painting class. The 
room was full for her instruction on 
how to paint white subjects.  
Thank you Dottie!

Photos by Deborah Magid.

MWS Fall Exhibit 2018 Report
Kudos to all participants in the Fall Exhibition at the Coconut 
Grove Art Festival Gallery. The quality of the art was high as was 
the attendance at the opening reception on November 3, 2018. 
Thank you to all of you who helped make this event happen 

BEST IN SHOW - Fabiano Santos, Dad
FIRST PLACE - Donna Underwood, Abuela and Me Selfie  
SECOND PLACE -Marilyn Johansen, Marie
THIRD PLACE – Diane Lary, Knot Nuts
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE – Ruth Karp, At the Light
MERIT AWARD – Rita Szopinski, LoVE 
JUDGE’S AWARD – Jorge Leon, Shanghai Nights
SIGNATURE AWARD – Andi Miller, Wynwood Whirl
SMALL TREASURES – Elizabeth Chancon, The Darker the Grapes 

MWS on Facebook!
MWS is on Facebook and has 701 friends! If you 
have a Facebook page, please look up MWS-
Miami Watercolor Society and give the page a 
“like”. 
    PLEASE invite your friends to like us too. You 
and your friends will be able to stay informed on 
all MWS happenings plus enjoy the photos and 
tips we share! 
www.facebook.com/MiamiWatercolorSociety 
PLEASE send your art news to share 
on the MWS Facebook page to: 
rosiebrown1021@yahoo.com

No questions asked. 
The library is missing 10 
instructional DVDs and we 
need them returned. Thanks

Bring back 
the MWS 

missing DVDs!
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Our Mission... 
The Miami Watercolor Society, Inc.is a non-
profit organization whose membership consists 
of a broad spectrum of water media painters 
ranging from professionals, teachers and those 
who simply paint for the joy of it, as well as 
patrons of the arts.This culturally diverse Society 
informs and educates members and others by 
providing exhibitions, community education, 
students’ exhibitions, senior citizens’ activities, 
demonstrations, and publications. 
Providing over 30 years of artistic  
inspiration for water media artists!

MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 561953
Miami, FL 33256-1953
www.miamiwatercolor.org

Reminder: The Members Directory is available on the website 
under the Members Only heading.

Please be informed MWS members are notauthorized to use the 
information on the Members Directory for solicitation purposes.

Advertise with us!
1/8 page, 3.5 x 2".. $15 /issue.. $135 / 9 issues
1/4 page, 4 x 5".. $25 /issue.. $225 / 9 issues
1/2 page, 7.5 x 5"... $50 /issue.. $450 / 9 issues
Full page, 7.5 x 10”.. $95/ issue.. $950 / 9 issues
Issues run monthly – Sep.– May. To place an ad or get more details, 
email us at: kfdesign@bellsouth.net

This newsletter is made possible with 
the support of the Miami-Dade County 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural 
Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County 
Mayor and Board of County Commissioners.

MWS 2018 Executive Board Members 
and Committee Chairs

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Co-Presidents
Marilyn Valiente   
Bettyann Pober

1st Vice President
Exhibitions
Position available

2nd Vice President
(Activities)
Marilyn Johansen
Gail Schrack, assisting
WC Classes - Deb Magid 

3rd Vice President
(Demonstrations) 
Sal Sidner

Recording Secretary
Katherine Leathers

Treasurer 
Maria Liliana Sosa  
   Debenedetti

Corresponding Secretary
Cathy Miller

Membership Secretary
Andi Miller

Grant Program
Diane Lary  
Heather McCarthy  
assisting

Trustees
Cathy Allsman
Kim Foster

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Historian
Marilyn Liedman
Hospitality
Linda Van Leer, assistants::
Pat Collins, Evelyn Chesney, 
Marge Tabak

Sunshine
Nancy Viar

Social Media
Rosie Brown

Newsletter
Kim Foster

Publicity/Advertising
Diane Lary 

Student/Teacher 
Programs/Scholarship
Donna Underwood
Jenny Lowhar
Karon Gorham

Library
Nicole Chin

Graphics
Jenny Lowhar

Webmaster
Jenny Lowhar

Newsletter Notes
If you want to get a news item into 
the next issue of the MWS newsletter, 
please submit your copy to Kim Foster at 
kfdesign@bellsouth.net one week before 
the end of the month. If there is space 
available we can include a jpg photo.


