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President’s Message
Fall is a wonderful time to appreciate art. After the sum-
mer, people are looking for something to do and Art is 
it! So this past weekend some MWS members had the 
opportunity to attend the FWS Convention in Ocala. 

This convention is a wonderful way to experience wa-
tercolor painting. The 3 day event promises a wonderful 
demonstration by the show juror, plus endless demos 
and critiques from amazing watercolor artists. I, myself, 
did a demo for a ‘sold out’ crowd. The other benefit of 
this convention is a 2 day trade show. So many things 
to buy, brushes, paper, paints and everything else you 
never knew you needed. Really, if you have never gone, 
please plan to go next year. It will be in Coral Springs, 
45 mins from Miami. You can go for the weekend or just 
the day. You will have a wonderful time getting ideas 
and inspiration from many talented artists.

Painting, a stroke of genius,    
        Diane Lary,  MWS President

2016 Calendar of Events

October 9 Intake: 10:00 - 11:30 AM
 at Pinecrest Gardens, After judging  
 pick up artwork at 1:30 PM
October 9 General Meeting: 1:30 - 3 PM
 Demo by Janet Rogers, AWS

Oct. 10-16 Enter the MWS Signature Show at  
 the Wirtz Gallery in South Miami
Oct. 10-13 Fall Workshop with Janet Rogers
  Old Historic Entrance, Pinecrest Gardens
 Mon. - Thurs., 9 am - 4:30 pm
October 16 Beginning Painting Class
 Taught by John Keepax
October 20 Paint-Out Fairchild Tropical Garden
 10 am - 2 pm 
October 31 Deliver Fall Exhibit art to Coconut  
 Grove Art Gallery 10 - 11:30 AM 
November 1 Deliver Signature Show Art to  
 Wirtz Gallery, 10:00 - 11:30 AM 
November 5 Opening- Coconut Grove Art Gallery
November 10 Signature Show Opening 7-9 PM  
 at the Wirtz Gallery, South Miami
November 13 General Meeting: 1:30 - 3 PM 
November 17 Student art show at JCC

November 20 Beginning Painting Class
 Taught by Marilyn Johansen
November 21 Pick-up at Grove Gallery,  
 Fall Show, 10:00 - 11:30 AM

November 29 Paint-Out Pinecrest Gardens
 10 am - 2 pm 
November 30  Pick-up from Wirtz Gallery 
 Signature Show, 10:00 to 11:30 AM 

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156

Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:30 – 3:30 P.M. Public is welcome.

Fall Colors

Welcome New or Returning Members
Jeanine Watkin, Hilary Branch and 

Wendy Kornfield

Jamie Corero, Jan DeJong and Diane Lary at the FWS convention 
in Ocala in September. Jan and Marilyn Valiente received Signature 
Member status at this Fall’s FWS show. Jamie is a FWS signature 
member already. Congratulations!

November 20 Marilyn Johansen
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Winter Workshop 
Vladislav Yeliseyev 
January 21-24, 2017 
Suniland Park, Pinecrest
Sign up for 3 or 4-days!

Freedom of the brushstroke

Vladislav Yeliseyev 
Classically trained Russian-born American art-
ist Vladislav Yeliseyev received his formal art 
education in 1977 and later earned his Master’s 
Degree at The Moscow Institute of Architecture. 
Since then he moved to the United States and 
participated in numerous group and individual 
exhibitions. His unique ability to reflect transpar-
ency of natural light in his paintings and to ac-
centuate the artistic qualities of depicted objects 
quickly earned him a high reputation among art 
collectors. 
  Vladislav Yeliseyev is a founder of Renaissance 
School of Art in Sarasota, FL where he teaches 
classes and workshops all year round. 
   Vladislav Yeliseyev is a plein air artist partici-
pating in paintouts nationwide and abroad. He 
has won numerous competitions during national 
paintouts. His most recent is an award at the 
2015 Plein Air Easton Quick Draw competition.

Dates:       January 21-24, 2017
Location:   Suniland Park
 12855 Pinecrest Parkway (US1), Pinecrest FL
Time: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Early Bird Prices:  3-days / 4-days
MWS Members       $240 / $315            
Non-members       $300/ $375  (join MWS and save $15) 

Learn to paint stunning scenes through Vlad’s methods in-
corporating a dynamic impressionistic approach. You will 
begin with black and white sketches. Then you will work with 
monochromatic painting techniques with a demo on brush-
work methods. Next the focus will be on color mixing, with 
special attention to the focal point. Students will work from 
photographs, painting on quarter and half sheets, incorporat-
ing the methods 
and techniques 
learned. Vlad will 
focus on loose 
brushwork, defin-
ing areas and 
finishing touches 
which pull every-
thing together in 
the completed 
painting. On 
day 4, while the 
students begin 
another painting 
using the learned 
techniques, Vlad 
will spend time 
with each student 
individually.

Supply List and and Daily Syllabus are on-line at
miamiwatercolor.org/happenings/workshops/
SIGN UP FOR THE WINTER WORKSHOP ON LINE!
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         The 44th MWS Fall Exhibition  
will be at the Coconut Grove Gallery.
Sunday, September 11: 
Regular meeting at 1:30 PM

Entry dates for the show are Sept. 12 to September 30.   
Please register on line or last date for postmarks is  
September 30.

Sunday, October 9, 10:00 to 11:30 AM 
Intake at Pinecrest Gardens. After judging you can pick 
up your art at 1:30 PM. The October General MWS 
Meeting is from 1:30 to 3:30 PM. 

Monday, October 31, 10:00 to 11:30 PM 
deliver art work to Coconut Grove Art Gallery at 3390 
Mary St., Suite 128.  (Located at the corner of Main Hwy. 
and Mary St.)

Saturday, November 5 opening at the Grove Art Gallery.   
We will need members to sign up to bring wine for this 
opening.

Monday, November 21 
pickup art at the Grove gallery from 10:00 to 11:30 AM

Miami Watercolor Society plans 
three exciting shows in November

      MWS Signature Show  
at the Wirtz Gallery  
in South Miami.
Oct. 10 to Oct. 16  
registration and final postmarks.

Tuesday, November 1, 10 to 11:30 AM 
drop off artwork at the Wirtz Gallery in South 
Miami.

Thursday, November 10, 7 to 9 PM 
Opening for Signature Show.

November 30, pickup art from 10 to 11:30 AM

       Student art show at JCC,  
Thursday, November 17
Members will be asked to bring food and help 
with this show.

1 2

3

How to become a 
MWS Signature Member
To be accepted as a Signature Member the artist 
must have been accepted into one juried Spring 
or Fall Exhibition per calendar year, with a total 
of three acceptances over a span of maximum 6 
calendar years. Only one show per year counts 
towards Signature Membership.

We really need a volunteer to buy 
supplies and make the punch.  
Paper supplies and food will  be purchased by 
someone else.

Best of Show Spring 2016, Terry Mulrooney
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Saturday, September 10, marked the annual MWS Teacher Workshop. If 
you are not familiar with the workshop, it was created by Dottie Greene 

to teach watercolor techniques to art educa-
tors in the local public school system. While 
attendance at the workshop allows the 
participants to secure necessary Master Plan 
Points, that’s not the only reason they attend. 
The reputation of the workshop has grown 
through the years as a learning, fun, welcom-
ing, and relaxing day. Art concepts taught 
by artists against the beautiful backdrop of 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens (FTBG), 
with food, laughter, and, most important, 
watercolor knowledge imparted. We had 
32 teachers attend this year, ranging from 
elementary through high school grades, from 
art magnets as well as traditional schools. 

Each teacher also receives “tools” for teaching watercolor with confidence 
through hands-on exercises.  The teachers create reference material for use 
in their classroom and in their own artwork.

Thank you to Cathy Miller (breakfast), Evelyn 
Chesney (lunch), Bettyann Pober, Donna 
Underwood and Karon Gorham (water-
color techniques), Diane Lary (audio visual 
setup), and Beth Werner, who volunteered 
her time to assist in any way we needed. 
A huge thank you to Amy Padolf, Director 
of Education at FTBG, and her staff, who 
graciously work with us every year to host a 
wonderful event. We thank Mabel Morales, 
District Supervisor, Visual Arts (MDCPS), for 
partnering with us once again to promote 
ART! See you next year!
Story and photography by Jenny Lowhar

Volunteers 
NEEDED for 
student show
The Teacher Workshop is the  
precursor to the student Impressions  
in Watercolor Show coming up in  
November. Plan to attend this really 
wonderful event. 
   We are recruiting volunteers for the 
evening’s reception. At the October 9 
meeting we will be passing around a 
sign up sheet and we will be sending 
out an email as well.
    Please sign up to donate food or 
drinks, or as a host(ess) to help out for 
an hour or two.

Thank you in advance for your assistance!

Annual MWS Teacher Workshop Report
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Member Spotlight:

Marilyn Valiente

Catching a Breeze, 24 x 26  inches

Splendor in the Grass, 30 x 30  inches

Marilyn Valiente is an artist primarily working with watercolors. 
She holds numerous awards including 1st place in The Coconut 
Grove Art Festival in 2011 and 2012 in the watercolor category 
and most recently she won “Best in the show” in the Miami 
Watercolor Society Spring 2013 Exhibition, and second place 
in both 2014 and 2015.  
   Her paintings capture an intense feeling of peace and tranquil-
ity while mesmerize by a fleeting moment of connecting to the 
beauty that is in nature.  She used watercolors for their ability 
to capture vibrant colors. This is evident in her painting as they 
are infused with intense colors 
and strong shadows that are 
her interpretation of the way the 
strong Florida sun reflect on the 
landscape.
   Marilyn has a PhD and is 
a psychologist. Besides her 
practice, she is a proud and 
involved grandmother and 
teaches beginner watercolor 
classes. At the Florida Watercolor Society convention in Sep-
tember 2016, Marilyn became a signature member, having her 
third painting accepted into a FWS show. Photo above

Paint Outs Begin!
The next MWS Paint Out is scheduled for  
Thursday, October 20, 2016, 10 - 2 pm at  
Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden, 
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/
Fairchild Members - Free, Non-Member  
Adults - $25, Seniors (65 and over) - $18
Children 6-17 - $12, Children 5 and under -Free
If you are a member and have guest passes, please  
bring them to help out other non-FTBG MWS-Members 
who want to attend the paint out.
Meet: outside Gift shop, Main entrance at 9:45am
Lunch options: two restaurants, The Glasshouse 
Cafe and The Lakeside Cafe
Register online at http://miamiwatercolor.org/hap-
penings/paint-outs/
Questions? Call Judy Brown 305-582-7596

What I hope a 
beginner will 
take away 
from the class 
is “a love for 
the beauty of 
watercolors”.
     – Marilyn
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MWS 2016 Executive Board Members 
and Committee Chairs

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Diane Lary

1st Vice President
Jan DeJong 
Karon Gorham 

2nd Vice President
(Workshops, Classes, 
Paintouts)
Liliana Inguanti-Garcia
Judy Brown
Gail Schrack

3rd Vice President
(Demonstrations) 
Sal Sidner

Recording Secretary
Ellen Bayer

Treasurer 
Liliana Biancardi

Corresponding Secretary
Cathy Miller

Membership Secretary
Jane Tiney
Andi Miller

Grant Program
Maybel Moyano

Trustees
Bobbi Garber
Marilyn Valiente

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Historian
open position
Hospitality
Katherine Leathers

Sunshine
Nancy Viar

Social Media
Rosie Brown

Newsletter
Kim Foster

Publicity/Advertising
open position

Student/Teacher 
Programs/Scholarship
Donna Underwood
Jenny Lowhar
Karon Gorham

Library
Beverly Borland 

Graphics
Jenny Lowhar

Webmaster
Jenny Lowhar

Contact information can be 
found in the Membership 
Directory online

Beginner Classes
Beginner Art Classes are offered by MWS mem-
bers. Various techniques are taught, depending 
on the teacher. Many of our members teach pri-
vately and at facilities such as Fairchild Tropical 
Botanical Gardens and Pinecrest Community 
Center. We offer instruction in acrylics and wa-
tercolors with subject matter from architecture to 
flora and fauna of South Florida. You never know 
what you can learn, so join us one Sunday after-
noon (the 3rd Sunday of the month) 12:30-3:30 
and find out!
   If you’d like to take the class and plan to at-
tend the monthly meeting, you may also pay at 
the meeting.Class fee: $25 for members/$35 for 
non-members
   New Members receive 1 free class when they 
join, this must be used in the first year of joining. 
http://miamiwatercolor.org/calendar/  
for up-to-date information.  
                           Instructors
October 16 John Keepax
November 20 Marilyn Johansen

The Sunshine volunteer position is 
open. If you’d like to bring a bit of 
cheer to our members having dark 
times, please contact Diane Lary.

Sunshine

Originally from Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, Janet cur-
rently lives in Ormond Beach, 
Florida with watercolorist, 
Steve Rogers.  Janet has won 
numerous awards from exhib-
iting her watercolors, includ-
ing Disney’s Festival of the 
Masters, “Under the Oaks”, 
and the Florida Watercolor 
Society, of which she is a 
Signature Member, and also 
a Member with Excellence of 
the South Carolina Watercolor Society.  
    Janet is well known for her sensitive portraits 
of women and children, as well as her expressive 
floral paintings.  She has gained much popularity 
as an instructor for many watercolor workshops in 
the United States and Europe.  

MWS Fall Show judge and 
October meeting demo  
artist, Janet Rogers, AWS

John Keepax
Kudos to John for being one of 
the “10 Emerging Artists You 
Should Know” that will be in 
the upcoming Watercolor Artist 
December 2016 magazine.

John was recommended 
for consideration of the 
magazine’s editors by John 
Salminen, after taking his 
workshop in February 2016.
John is the MWS beginning 
art class instructor Oct. 16.



7

Any member wishing to advertise art-related events 
should either use our “3 For Free“ newsletter  
advertising or purchase ad space.

MWS Signature Award

Newsletter Notes

Signature members are asked to contribute $25 or 
more each year (tax deductible) to finance the MWS 
Signature award. If you have not yet made your contri-
bution, you can do so online at miamiwatercolor.org. 
The form is under the membership/signature member 
tab. We thank you for your generosity and for recog-
nizing the fine watercolor artists in our organization.

If you want to get a news item into the next issue of 
the MWS newsletter, please submit your copy to Kim 
Foster at kfdesign@bellsouth.net one week before the 
end of the month. If there is space available we can 
include a jpg photo.

Members Who Teach
Ruth Biel
305-666-6289
Jaimie Cordero
786-303-5293
Dottie Greene 
305-666-6311
Sandy Levy
305-978-6701
Sandra Walsh
305-508-4041
Jane Tinney
305-519-9075
Jan DeJong
305-968-3096

Kathryn Ford
305-252-2308
Marilyn Johansen
954-943-5492
Lynda Wellens
305-233-0910
Linda Van Leer
786-427-9699
Donna Underwood
305-238-1289
Lionel Sanchez
720-394-7547

Shop Amazon Smile.com 
to support Miami Watercolor Society

4. Under the Pick your Charity, enter  
Miami Watercolor Society

5. Then your charity will show up as the one you are 
supporting:

So every time you shop smile.amazon.com and buy products 
that are eligible, a donation will be made to MWS. If you are a 
prime member, it works on smile.amazon.com too. No different. 
Really there is no reason to shop on the plain old amazon.com 
anymore when you can use smile.amazon.com.
 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
charitable organization of your choice.
   AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you 
know. Same products, same prices, same 
service.

1. To shop with amazon smile, go to  
smile.amazon.com

2. You can use your current account.

3. To select the charitable organization 
of your choice (i.e., Miami watercolor 
Society) On your first visit to AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), you need to select 
a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before 
you begin shopping. Your selection will be 
remembered automatically each time you 
shop smile.amazon.com. Every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com 
will result in a donation to your charity.
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Our Mission... 
The Miami Watercolor Society, Inc. 
is a non-profit organization whose 
membership consists of a broad 
spectrum of water media painters 
ranging from professionals, teach-
ers and those who simply paint for 
the joy of it, as well as patrons of 
the arts.This culturally diverse Soci-
ety informs and educates members 
and others by providing exhibitions, 
community education, students’ 
exhibitions, senior citizens’ activities, 
demonstrations, and publications. 

Providing over 30 years of artistic 
inspiration for water media artists!

MIAMI WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
P.O. Box 561953
Miami, FL 33256-1953
www.miamiwatercolor.org

Reminder: The Members Directory is available on  the website 
under the Members Only heading.

Please be informed MWS members are notauthorized to use the 
information on the Members Directory for solicitation purposes.

Advertise with us!
1/8 page, 3.5 x 2".. $10 /issue.. $90 / 9 issues
1/4 page, 4 x 3.5".. $20 /issue.. $180 / 9 issues
1/2 page, 4 x 7"... $40 /issue.. $360 / 9 issues
Issues run monthly – Sep.– May. To place an ad or get more details, 
email us at: kfdesign@bellsouth.net

        MWS on Facebook!
MWS is on Facebook and has 701 friends! If you 
have a Facebook page, please look up MWS-Miami 
Watercolor Society and give the page a “like”. 
    PLEASE invite your friends to like us too. You and 
your friends will be able to stay informed on all MWS 
happenings plus enjoy the photos and tips we share! 
www.facebook.com/MiamiWatercolorSociety

This newsletter is made possible 
with the support of the Miami-
Dade County Department of 
Cultural Affairs and the Cultural 
Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade 
County Mayor and Board of 
County Commissioners.

The community is welcome to attend
Miami Watercolor Society’s monthly meetings.

Pinecrest Community Center • 5855 SW 111 Street, Pinecrest FL 33156
Second Sunday of each month, September through May. 1:30 – 3:30 P.M.

miamiwatercolor.org

MWS Signature Show at the 
First National Bank  

Wirtz Gallery in South Miami 
Opening Reception November 10  

7-9 pm. Show runs Nov. 2-30
MWS 44th Annual Fall Show
Coconut Grove Gallery
3390 Mary St., Coconut Grove
Opening Reception November 5
7-10 pm. Show runs Nov. 1-20th.

Cathy Allsman

Terry Mulrooney

    Join Us for the  
Love of Watercolor!

With the support of the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the  
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners.

September 2016 
MWS Meeting 
Notes 
Thank you Teresa Kirk for  
stepping in as our September 2016 
demonstration artist. Teresa loves sharing all 
she has learned by teaching privately and for 
the Boca Museum of Art, Art School. She has 
served as Juror for many art organizations 
throughout the states and also travels to do 
workshops around the country.


